				Thanks/Gracias

I would like to thank the 2013 Distinguished Faculty Lecture committee members for selecting me. I understand that the other nominees were excellent candidates, and it is an honor to have been selected from such an outstanding group. Thank you to ExxonMobil for sponsoring the Lamar University Distinguished Faculty Lecture and for its continuing support of this great institution of higher education in Southeast Texas. My appreciation also goes to all my colleagues in the Lamar University Faculty Senate and to the entire Lamar Community. Everyone contributes to make Lamar what it is.
This presentation would not have been possible without the help of many. Special thanks go to the Chair, Faculty, and Staff of the Department of English and Modern Languages, as well as to my technical gurus, Christopher W. Buselle, Jack David Fitch, and Kyle Boudreaux. I would also like to say “gracias” to all my students, especially to those who share my passion for the studies of Hispanic literatures. Because of their intellectual curiosity, their thirst for knowledge, and their interest in my work, more than once my students have been a driving force in my research. I owe a particular debt to Dr. Nicolás Kanellos who was one of my professors during my doctoral studies at the University of Houston and who has continued to support my work. Dr. Kanellos is the director and founder of the Recovering the U.S. Hispanic Literary Heritage Project and the Arte Público Press, both based at the University of Houston, and is one of the most prominent and renowned scholars of Hispanic Literature in the United States. Dr. Kanellos and the Recovery project’s personnel (especially Carolina Villarreal and Gabriela Baeza Ventura) were extremely helpful in their guidance, allowing me access to their archives and scholarly resources.
I want to express my gratitude to all my friends who are in attendance here in the audience. Special “gracias” go to Andy Coughlan who always helps me no matter what and was a great aid during the application process, and to my “amiga” Beatriz de Angulo for her constant encouragement.  And last, but certainly not least, thank you to my entire family, especially my mother, my son Daniel, and two of the best proof-readers, editors, and critics in the world: my daughter Cristina, and my (in his own words) soul mate, partner in life, and husband, Kevin Dodson.
To all: thank you/muchas gracias.
Catalina




oot o i i o Dot Lt s
e e o i et T
i s wdd v e et e e oy Sl
e
o il e e Vo ok s o
N e e s b g




